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Umuntu Movement Congo Water Project 

I. Water issues DRC context  
 The Congo Water Crisis is a Vicious Cycle: 

The Democratic Republic of Congo, also known as DRC or simply Congo is by all measures one of the 
poorest countries in the world. Ironically Congo has abundant natural resources, namely mineral 
deposits such as tantalum, a key element of cell phones and laptops worldwide. But decades of war, 
political corruption and poor infrastructure continue to disrupt development in this Central African 
country of more than 70 million people. Mainly in rural areas and in areas around big cities, some 61 
million people drink unsafe water each day putting them at risk of waterborne diseases ranging from 
diarrhea to cholera both of which can kill the latter sometimes within hours. Furthermore, the 
women and children who fetch water daily can carry only small amounts. This water, which is often 
contaminated, goes first to drinking, then cooking leaving little or no water to practice good hygiene. 

Only one in five Congolese people have adequate toilets thus contaminating creeks and rivers – the 
same water sources used for drinking water. And so the vicious cycle continues, spreading deadly 
diseases from which children under 5 years old suffer the most. Nearly one in ten children die before 
their fifth birthday in Congo. Umuntu Movement DRCongo is planning to breaking this cycle and 
making water safe and abundant, village by village. 

 The Congo Water Crisis is steeped in poverty: 

Access to basic sanitation is closely linked to the extreme poverty and suffering that persists in 
Congo. Many families struggle to live on less than $1.25 a day, often unable to afford the school 
uniforms, supplies and fees needed for their children to go to school. Illiteracy fuels a lack of 
awareness and the practice of good hygiene and sanitation. Therefore many community members do 
not wash their hands after using the toilet or open-air defecation. This is yet another route for 
diseases and parasites to take hold. Most Congolese families who are trapped in a vicious cycle of 
poverty spend the best part of the day just trying to secure a meal which is seldom nutritious and 
water seldom clean. 
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 Dirty water kills 

The lack of access to safe drinking water and resulting poor hygiene puts people at risk of contracting 
deadly diseases. In Congo, only one in five people have adequate toilet facilities. Instead the practice 
of open-air defecation contaminates streams and rivers. Everyday 51 million Congolese people have 
no choice but to drink dirty water collected from these very same streams and rivers – water that 
could be contaminated with pathogens for diseases such as diarrhea, dysentery, bilharzia, typhoid 
fever and cholera. In Congo the rate of infant mortality is staggering, 168 children in every 1,000 are 
likely to die before 5 years (WHO, 2014) 

   

Rusayo real life problem 

Look at Rusayo, a rural village at 18 km from Goma city under Nyiragongo Volcano mountain. EP 
Rusayo is a Catholic operates school above. The student population alone is over 1200 yet the village 
has no nearby water supply.  Women and children spend time and energy fetching water from 
surrounding swamps. During the dry season they must travel even further into the forest to find 
what little water there is in small ponds.  The situation this village faces is repeated all over the 
province in fact all over Congo. The rural people of Congo are so poor that they cannot afford to drill 
or dig wells for each village. They need a hand up from the international community. 

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is located in sub-Saharan Africa. It's the second largest 
country in Africa and is home to over 200 ethnic groups with nearly as many languages. It still be the 
stage for violent political conflicts for decades, and while the child mortality rate for kids under five 
years old is dropping across Central Africa, the DRC lags behind. 

 

  



Women and children collecting water on the road after a rain in Goma city. 

   

Here is a long line for children and women wating for water from a tape in Goma city. 

 

Here are children coming to get unsafe water directly from the Lake Kivu in Goma city.  

II. Umuntu Water Plans in Lake Kivu Basin region  

Umuntu Movement DRCongo is willing to work with schools and communities to bring clean water to 
people, but it looks different in each areas of the region that our group is working now, the Lake Kivu 
Basin which has 4 rural territories (Masisi, Kalehe, Kabare and Idjwi island ) and 2 big cities Goma and 
Bukavu in Eastern of DRCongo.  

. Local solutions to local problems  

 Water sources, terrain, and population all play a part in determining what technology is required to 
serve people well.  There is a solution for each area such as :  

- Hand-Dug Wells (Skilled laborers dig up to 15 meters by hand to reach aquifers below). 
- Rainwater Catchments (Gutters on rooftops direct the flow of rainfall into a sanitary holding 

tank)  
- Gravity Fed Systems (The force of gravity feeds water into a community from an elevated 

source) 
- Piped Systems (Networks of pipes supply water to different community tap stands) 
- Water Purification Systems (Installed treatment systems remove contaminants from existing 

systems) 



- BioSand Filters (Layers of sand and microbacterial film filter out contaminants)  
III. Ndosho potable water supply project  

Ndosho is a peripheral district of the city of Goma, It is characterized by: 

• Extreme poverty of its population 
 Lack of drinking water distribution infrastructure 
 Ndosho is an Overcrowded neighborhood in the city of Goma, more than 100,000 

households,  
 Lack of sanitation structure and infrastructure 
 Resurgence of waterborne disease 
 The very distant district of Lake Kivu 
 No source of drinking water 
 This district is full of more displaced people from wars, i.e. armed conflicts 
 The neighborhood near the active volcano Nyiragongo 

To address this problem and contribute to the improvement of the situation of this vulnerable 
population of Ndosho, Umuntu Movement wants to contribute to the supply of drinking water by 
bringing water from a source, treating it, packaging it and distributing it at a lower cost or "Umuntu 
price" to the people of Ndosho. 

Umuntu Water project expects to use 2 systems: 

1. A system captures and safely stores pure water from a natural spring 
2. Water Purification Systems that will concern to Install a treatment systems   

 
IV. Project activities  
- Fetching  water from the spring  
- Storing in safe water tanks  
- Treating water  with a filter  
- Packaging in sustainable container of 5litres, 10 liters, 20 liters  
- Installing points of distribution,  

 
V. Project Estimated budget  

 

 

 


